Clacton Rugby Club
Upper Clapton

40 points;
Clacton

30 points

Essex League – Division One

Saturday 19th November 2011 

Tackling practice will be high on Clacton coach Matt Mahoney’s training agenda this week as he watched his side pay the price for a pretty inept display on Saturday.  In a match where the lead changed hands five times, and both sides secured a try-scoring bonus point, it was the Epping-based side that eventually secured the Essex League Division One points.

Preparations for the trip were hardly ideal, with the first aid bag and a pair of size 14 boots being left on the coast.  A search of Epping High Street eventually secured some boots, but it was the home side that raced into a three-minute lead when a series of tackles were missed.

The Seasiders equalised on quarter of an hour after their forwards had won the ball at the line-out on the left, and Lee Turner crashed over.  Clacton were penalised from the kick-off for holding on, but the 30-metre kick was missed.  Instead, it was the visitors who went in front when Grant Jarmain showed his pace on the left wing before slipping the ball inside for James Garrod.  Despite the windless conditions, neither side had been able to convert their tries, so this made the score 10-5.

Unfortunately, within four minutes, another bout of inept Clacton tackling allowed Upper Clapton to draw level under the posts, and the resultant conversion put them two points in front.  A drop-goal extended that lead to five, and then another penalty made it eight.

Clacton were awarded a penalty from the restart, allowing Matt Barbour to reduce the arrears but, in a frenetic end to the first half, Clacton were penalised for offside, and the teams turned round with the home side holding a 21-13 lead.
Darren Tully replaced James Garrod during the break, but Clacton went further behind in the opening minute of the second half when they were penalised for a high tackle.  The Seasiders then woke up, and enjoyed a short period of supremacy.  First James Barbour sliced through the home defence once more, allowing his brother Matt a comfortable conversion, and this was followed by a delightful chip through the right side by Jake Buxey.  Darren Tully latched on to it to run through and score, and also convert the extra points.  Clacton were now leading 27-24.

However, the lead lasted just seven minutes as two Upper Clapton tries around the hour mark put the home side back in front.  A Darren Tully penalty pulled the deficit back to just six points, but a series of defensive errors allowed the home side to capitalize for their fifth try.
Clacton were reduced to 14 men for the closing stages when Tyler Fitzpatrick had to be helped off, but they still battled on, and had a couple of opportunities to score and possibly secure a losing bonus point as well.  However, the ball was either held-up over the line, or dropped at a crucial time, and the game ended with Upper Clapton gratefully hacking the loose ball down to the other end of the pitch.

According to the sequence of events, the final score for the afternoon was 43-30.  However, the match referee, whose decision is final, decreed that it was 40-30, and that is the scoreline that appears in the official league records.

Another disappointing outcome for Clacton who seem to raise their game against better opponents i.e. Old Brentwoods and Bancroft whilst performing below par against the likes of Thetford and Upper Clapton.  They now have a fortnight to reflect on this as they have no game next week [Saturday 26th November 2011].  Their next scheduled fixture is in a fortnight when they play host to Pegasus Palmerians.
Better news for the Clacton Kestrels who secured a comfortable 76-5 Suffolk Merit League win against Haverhill II’s at Vista Road.  Ashley Sullivan scored three of the tries, and also picked up the Lonsdale Landscapes man-of-the-match award.  The other try scorers were Kouros Kemp (2), Jamie Smith (2), Nick Evans (2), Brian Comer, Ritchie Turner, and John Watson.  Kouros Kemp also converted eight of them.

Like the first team, they also have a break this weekend.  Their next game is also in a fortnight’s time, when welcome Thorpeness to Vista Road.

